General Madison Branch 
meeting: 
Thursday, 9/20 at the 


Greens Infoshop 
31 University Square 
6:30 potluck 
7:00 meeting 


Keep on 
Trucking! 


Solidarity Truckers Reach 
Cuba and Beyond 


Longtime Madison Wobbly and former MATC 
steamfitter, Ned Powell, is also a longtime friend of 
Cuba. In fact, he's been there several times - in blatant 
defiance of the U.S. embargo - delivering medical 
supplies, bike parts, and other relief materials collected 
by solidarity groups such as Pastors for Peace, 
Community Action on Latin America (CALA), and 
Hands Off Cuba. 

Ned's latest initiative, though, has taken 
revolutionary praxis to an even higher threshold. 
Thanks to a recently acquired 24-foot-long 1990 diesel 
truck and the collaboration of Bob Abplanalp, Peggy 
Hobson- Valdes, and Jack Oswald, Ned now has the 
literal "vehicle" to transport solidarity across contested 
borders. 

Solidarity Truckers emerged out of simple 
necessity. Earlier Midwest-based caravans to Central 
America suffered from a shortage of vehicle 
space, and many relief supplies and medical 
equipment ended up left behind. In Oct. 2000 when 
Pastors for Peace attempted to deliver 500 
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“outdated” infusion pumps from the UW-Madison 
Hospital to healthcare providers in Cuba, their vehicles 
were detained and TX rental companies refused to let 
them take another truck with the shipment across the 
border. 

It’s pretty hypocritical when U.S. foreign policy that 
would deny Cuba $250,000 worth of equipment to 
administer antibiotics and chemotherapy to hospital 
patients, while at the same time funneling billions in 
weapons and training to wage the "drug war" throughout 
Latin America. Like many others, Ned also detests the 
notion that one must seek government permission to visit 
Cuba - or any other country for that matter. Wobblies 
have never respected such artificial boundaries. 

With control of their own vehicle, Solidarity 
Truckers did finally manage to cross the border in San 
Antonio and safely deliver the 500 infusion pumps to a 
waiting Cuban freighter at the Mexican port of Tampico 
in July 2001. More projects are in the works, and who 
knows - Madison could soon boast the largest fleet of 
solidarity vehicles in the western hemisphere. Strike 
another blow for the OBU! 

For more info on Solidarity Truckers check out the 
website: http://www.cae. wisc.edu/~mmagee/ned 
or call: (608) 241-4940. 

Donations are most welcome and can be sent to: 


MUM/Solidarity Truckers 
PO Box 3090 
Madison, WI 53704 


Did you know?? 


Honus Wagner, considered by many to be baseball's 
greatest all-around player, was a member of the IWW. 
One of the first 5 players inducted to the Baseball Hall of 
Fame, he lead the league in stolen bases on six occasions 
with a total of 720 steals. The Honus Wagner baseball 
card, one of the most valuable in existence today, was 
recalled in 1909 because the cards were distributed along 
with tobacco and Wagner, a nonsmoker, did not want to 
set a bad example for children. 


Praxis Makes Perfect 


Wedding theory and practice is either taken for 
granted or simply ignored in the planning of 
conferences, demonstrations, protests, and political 
discourse. Questions and demands are framed by people 
in cliques dedicated to nonviolence and peaceful protests 
or they spontaneously erupt out of situational ethics and 
self-defense, sending a message of fearful and 
threatening violence to an unknowing world. 

Why can we or do we pretend that we can still talk 
about peaceful, nonviolent protest in the face of 
the fascism exhibited in Italy by the agents of the state - 
the police who murdered one protester and arrested, 
tortured, and savagely beat demonstrators? 

A new discourse was begun in Quebec when 
Canadian protestors and leaders 
of the Canadian Social Forum declared, “All choices are 
strong! All choices are right!" Our IWW branch - 
drawing from the rich experience of our membership - 
needs to continue this discourse with a purposeful and 
explicit agenda. — Lea Zeldin 


international actions 


Scenes from Genoa, | and 2 


1. (excerpts) from a Wobbly in Genoa 
July 24, 2001 


Friends: 

Thank you for all the love and support you have sent 
my way these past days, I have needed it. Not all of you 
received the earlier, frantic emails I sent from the siege, 
so others please bear with the repetition. 

I’m just going to focus on what I know about 
Genova, because there are a lot of rumors and bad info 
floating around, and I can’t really focus on anything else 
right now: Remind me some other time to tell you about 
the week support rural squatters at their trial and San 
Fermines and the running of the bulls in Pamplona.... 

We came into Genova to find that the police state 


described by friends in Torino was as of yet not in effect. 


It was quite easy to enter the city without dealing with 
police, and we found one of the Genova Social Forum 
(GSF) sanctioned campsites right away.... The 19" was 
the march for immigrant rights. There were about 
50,000 people marching and it was very successful. The 


police did major muscle flexing with riot gear, scary- 
looking guns, and armored personnel carriers, but 
everyone present (including anarchists and black bloc — 
hot, of course, contiguous categories) was well aware 
that everything had to be completely tranquilo to protect 
the interests of the immigrants... 

Various groups and clusters demonstrated on the 
20", the Day of Direct Action, to either disrupt business 
as usual in Genova or attempt to breach the red zone 
itself. Pacifists, Greens, anti-nuke people, and Catholics 
formed nonviolent blockades of streets just outside of 
the red zone. Ya Basta/Tutti Bianchio (the white 
overalls) attempted to enter through the main street 
leading right to the palace where the summit took place. 
A huge union march and the Italian black bloc marched ” 
from the industrial west; some attempted to breach the 
red zone, but most did not. COBAS (a large, militant, 
independent union), the network for global rights, 
workers’ autonomy and the international black bloc 
marched in from the east and tried to attack the red zone. 

Actually, it seems the largest part of this march was 
held up by a preventative police strike for most of the 
day and never even made it into the yellow zonc. A 
Pink Block of creative, “tactically frivolous” clowns, 
fairies, freaks, and a samba band also tried to get in... it 
appears that no one successfully breached the red zonc. 
This came as no surprise to me personally. We had the 
opportunity to walk through it when we arrived, and 
these fences were no nonsense. Not the schoolyard 
chain link... they used in Quebec. We're talking think 
iron mesh bolted into concrete freeway barricrs, which 
were in turn bolted into the ground and the walls. 
What’s more, side streets within the red zonc itself were 
all fenced in this way, so that even a successful breach of 
one fence would lead to another corral and certain 
attack. 

Speaking of the police, there were 15,000 on hand. 
Also some French cops, military, and untold numbers of 
foreign secret service-type spooks. The GSF 
convergence center was directly adjacent to the 
kilometers-long police compound. This was only one of 
the more obvious errors and under handed political 
maneuvers made by the GSF..... 

Anyway, on the 20" street fights and rioting 
happened all around the red zone. Normal Genovese 
seemed by most accounts pretty unconcerned, cxcept 
when several grocery stores were looted.... As this 
long, hectic day was drawing to a closc, Shira and I 
happened upon a plaza that was cerily silent, although 
about 200 people were in it, facing off about 50 riot 
cops. Due to the silence, we at first thought it was a 
religious or pacifist blockade. We walked up to the front 
lines and saw the medics wrapping the body of Carlo 
Giuliani in plastic. People went nuts. Crying, 
screaming, some throwing stoncs. The riot police 
looked absolutely terrified. It was the only time I've 
looked into the eyes of a cop and scen that cven in their 


worldview, they were absolutely wrong and the hate and 
rage of the crowd was completely justified. 


2. Starhawk — a commentary 
August 14, 2001 


A woman is dead in Padua, her naked body found 
strangled in a canal. One of our sisters, someone who 
marched with us on the streets in Genoa, who marched 
again in her home town in support of those beaten, ` 
arrested, and tortured. Maria Jose Olivastri, a union 
organizer and postal worker, mother of a daughter, forty- 
two years old. 

The post that gives us this news begins, “This 
appears not to be a political killing, after all.” 

I say that it was. 

Yes, it is important to know if she was targeted for 
her political activities. If so, the implications are far- 
reaching and grave. But whether she was specifically 
targeted or not, her death was political. 

If someone killed her because she was an organizer 
and an activist, the killing is political. If someone 
murdered her in revenge for Genoa, because she took 
part in demonstrations and marched in protests, the 
killing was political. 

And if someone killed her because she was a 
woman, the killing was also political. 

Violence against women is political violence. When 
4 woman Cannot safely walk the streets of her city, when 
a woman is afraid to go out alone at night, it’s political. 
When a woman goes with eagerness and hope to meet a 
new lover, and ends up dead in a gutter, that's political. 

If we doubt the connection, consider how many of 
our comrades in Genoa reported being tortured in rooms 
with pictures of Mussolini and pomography on the 
walls. 

Fascism is fueled by the fear and hatred of women’s 
bodies. Capitalism is sustained by women’s low-paid 
and unpaid labor. All forms of hierarchy are Supported 
by the power men wield over women. 

We need to understand these connections, if we are 
going to overthrow the underlying structures of power 
and not just exchange one set of masters for another. 
Our brothers in this movement are courageous and 
beautiful, but we need you to name these connections, 
too. Then we can trust that we are truly building another 
world in which women’s courage and beauty and 
intelligence are honored as well as men’s. 

I didn’t know Maria, but I cry for her. { moum her 
as a sister, as a comrade in this struggle, and as a victim 
of political violence. 

[ would like to think that the streets of Italy - and 
every city — would be filled with marchers protesting her 
death as she marched to protest Guiliani’s. 

It shouldn't need to be said in 2001, but it does need 
to be said and I say it again: Her death was political. 


ACTIONS AND REACTIONS 
RECENT AND LOCAL 


NEIGHBORHOOD SAFETY CONFERENCE: SLICING 
AND DICING THE NEIGHBORHOODS 


--- was held Monday, Aug. 27" from 7-10 pm at the 
Friends Meeting House in Madison, WI, this 
conference was jointly sponsored by the Madison 
IWW, Health Writers, and the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF). Individual 
and collective response to such threats to neighborhood 
safety as hazardous materials, police brutality 
(“copwatch’), and domestic violence, were the subject 
of short discussions. The focus of the conference was 
on autonomous collective action rather than relying on 
government or other authorities to protect us as 
citizens. 


PERMANENT AUTONOMOUS ZONE (PAZ) 
CONFERENCE 


--- was held in Louisville, KY on Aug. 31-Sept. 3, and 
attended by members of the Madison IWW from the 
Greens Infoshop. 


RALLY AT THE GOVERNOR’S MANSION 


--- [WW members participated in the rally at Governor 
McCaHum’s Mansion in Maple Bluff on Thursday, 
Aug. 30 to protest his signing earlier in the day of a 
state budget which effectively gave a pay cut to state 
employees working for the University of Wisconsin- 
Madison. 


WOBBLY DETAINED IN CRITICAL MASS BIKERIDE 


--- at least one Madison Wobbly was among a group of 
approximately SO bicyclists stopped by no fewer than 
eight Madison squad cars during the monthly Critical 
Mass Bikeride, a demonstration in which bicyclists ride 
in a large group in order to reclaim their space on the 
road. The riders were pulled over for the heinous 
crime of impeding traffic. 


FIRST MADISON BRANCH NEWSLETTER! 


-.. to be issued monthly. To submit news items or 
announcements, please contact Marya at 


mrsosulski@students.wisc.edu. The submission 


deadline is the 30" of each month. 


9/3 


9/5 


9/6 


9/8 


9/14 


9/17 


9/18 
9/19 


9/20 
9/27 
10/11 


11/9 


Calendar of Upcoming Madison-IWW Events 


Noon - 5 pm Labor Fest at the Labor Temple, 1602 S. Park St. - Madison GMB will share a table with 
the Infoshop! 

- same time, LaborFest in Milwaukee with more Wobbly tabling! 

6:30 pm - Picket for Workers Rights, UW Kohl Center 

7:30 - 9:30 pm - Save Peace Park Meeting, UW Memorial Union 

Milwaukee: 6:30 - 8 pm Founding meeting of the Milwaukee IWW General Membershi p Branch, 
Milwaukee Public Library, 814 W. Wisconsin Ave. 

8 am - 2 pm Food for Thought Festival, MLKJ Blvd. - Greens Infoshop has a lit table, and will be 
doing a Starbucks protest! 

8:00 pm — whenever - “Globalize This" Benefit Concert with Dave Rovics, Vicki Guzman, and others, 
Lothlorien Co-op, 244 W. Lakelawn P1. 

4:15 pm - Taco Bell Protest, UW-Madison's Library Mall 

6 - 9 pm - Global Uprising: from Seattle to Genoa and Beyond talk by Starhawk, First Unitarian 
church, 900 Univ. Bay Drive (website: <http://www.starhawk.org/>http://www.starhawk.org) 

2 - 5 pm and 6 - 9 pm - Community Direct Action Trainings by Starhawk, UW Memorial Union 
7-9pm- “Ending Global Apartheid: Teach-in Tour for Action on the World Bank and IMF” 
panel discussion with Jonah Gokova (Zimbabwe), Chie Abad (Phillipines), and Tania Arosemena 
(Panama), UW Memorial Union 

6:30 pm - General Membership Branch potluck and meeting 

7-9 pm - "Seattle to Doha: a Report on the Upcoming WTO Ministerial," talk by Mark Ritchie, 
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (ATP), Madison Labor Temple, 1602 S. Park St. 

Lakeside 20th Anniversary Celebration with Anne Feeney, Vicki Guzman, and Ken Lundquist, Wil- 
Mar Center 

Utah Phillips in concert, Benefit for the WI Wetlands Association, UW-Madison Mills Music Hall — 
those interested in attending may contact the Madison Branch 


